Design and Architecture Trends
In Karnataka: A Briefing
Document

Executive Summary

This document synthesizes current trends, projects, and philosophies
defining the contemporary architectural landscape in Karnataka and
broader India. The source context reveals a significant shift in the
premium design sector: a move away from "Western luxury” toward a
"Global-Indian" sensibility. This aesthetic prioritizes "thermal visual
comfort,” cultural memory through indigenous materials like brass and
terracotta, and a deep-rooted connection to the natural environment.
Key developments include the celebration of imperfection (Wabi-
Sabi), the integration of Scandinavian "Hygge" into Indian homes, and
radical innovations in small-space urban living. High-profile hospitality
projects, such as The Oberoi, Bengaluru, further emphasize these
themes by harmonizing high-technology infrastructure with verdant,
heritage-conscious landscapes.

Detailed Analysis of Key Themes

1. Materiality as Cultural Memory and Luxury

Contemporary Indian design is increasingly utilizing materials that
evoke a sense of rootedness and handcraft. * Brass and Terracotta:
These materials are being redefined as "the new luxury." Terracotta
(Latin for "baked earth") is lauded for reducing perceived stress and
creating a sense of safety. Brass is used as a "visual connector” to



provide luminosity and warmth without the coldness of steel. * Tactile
Finishes: There is a surge in the use of lime-wash, Venetian plaster,
and raw stone. These materials are preferred for their "natural,
velvety texture" and their ability to age gracefully, developing a patina
that aligns with the aesthetic of transience. * Natural Elements:
Wood (specifically reclaimed teak, walnut, and oak), cane, and rattan
are frequently employed to inject warmth and "nostalgia” into modern
frameworks.

2. Philosophies of Calm: Wabi-Sabi and Scandinavian
Hygge

A central theme across residential and hospitality projects is the
pursuit of "Zen-like" soundscapes and environments. * Wabi-Sabi:
Based on the Japanese principle of accepting imperfection, this
philosophy is seen in projects like '‘Belaku’ by Techno Architecture and
several "small space" sanctuaries. It emphasizes raw textures,
asymmetrical layouts, and the art of Kintsugi (repairing broken items
with gold). * Scandinavian Design: Adapted for the Indian context,
this style celebrates "Hygge"—calm and comfortable living. Designers
utilize light wooden tones, handmade furniture, and indoor plants to
create "cosy Scandinavian abodes" in cities like Bangalore and
Mumbai.

3. Innovation in Compact Urban Living

Small spaces (under 700 square feet) are described as unique
canvases for "out-of-the-box thinking." * Strategic Color Use:
Contrary to the traditional reliance on white for small rooms,
designers are using bold monochromatic schemes (e.g., "banana
leaf" green or "candyland" pastels) to create an illusion of volume and
character. * Multi-functional Built-ins: To maximize usability in tight
footprints, projects utilize hidden storage, "proportion-conscious
furniture,” and the elimination of handles (replaced by grooves) to
maintain an uncluttered aesthetic.

4. Sustainability and Ecological Harmony



Architecture is becoming increasingly “climate-responsive” and
"conscious.” * Eco-Futurism: Projects like 'Reflections' in
Chikmagalur and Earthscape Studio's "cave-like" home focus on
disappearing into the landscape and significantly reducing carbon
emissions. * Resource Management: The Oberoi, Bengaluru,
represents a pinnacle of corporate sustainability, deriving the majority
of its electricity from wind power and utilizing loT-based air
purification to ensure air quality on par with global best standards. *
Adaptive Reuse: Architects are transforming construction waste
(crushed concrete, excavated earth) into civic spaces and restoring
ancestral homes to preserve cultural continuity.

Notable Project Profiles

| Project Name | Location | Architect/Studio | Key Features | | :--- | :---
| :--- | :--- | | Belaku | Bangalore | Techno Architecture | Based on
Wabi-Sabi; tropical inspiration; brick wall framework with walnut
floors. | | Byadagi Villa | Haveri District | Jiten Mistry | 9,500 sq. ft.
"French villa" style; extensive use of gold and intricate mosaic tile
work. | | Reflections | Chikmagalur | Okno Modhomes | 300 sq. ft.
eco-futuristic cabin; designed to vanish into the verdant valley. | |
Sudaiva Studio Home | Karnataka | Sudaiva Studio | Radical
makeover of an ancestral home; features intricate jaali work and rain
tree views. | | The Oberoi | Bangalore | N/A | Centered around a
century-old raintree; wind-powered; features the "Wabi Sabi"
restaurant. | | Terracotta Earth House | Mumbai | SML Architects |
Focused on "pausing and reflecting”; uses the namesake hue to
ground the inhabitants. |

Important Quotes with Context

"Belaku is close to nature, and celebrates beauty in a
naturally imperfect world. The forms are well defined,
yet visually well connected to nature." — Rajesh



Shivaram (Techno Architecture) on designing a modern
Bangalore residence centered on Wabi-Sabi principles.

"The inspiration for this project stemmed from the
client's brief of having a space that would reflect their
heritage, a place that could blend the old and the new
and yet accommodate their contemporary lifestyle." —
Gaurav Panjwani (Studio GSA) regarding a high-rise
apartment on Old Madras Road that utilizes arches and
cane to evoke nostalgia.

"Using [bold green] on the ceiling as well creates the
impression of a larger volume. If | were to use the
conventional white on the ceiling and pair it with
green walls, the space would actually look smaller." —
Suresh Yadav (Infinity Design) on challenging standard
design tropes in a 325-square-foot apartment.

"Design is most powerful when it is both rooted and
forward-looking: drawing from vernacular wisdom,
craft and material honesty while embracing
innovation." — Abin Chaudhuri (Abin Design Studio) on
the philosophy driving contemporary Indian architecture.

Actionable Insights

For Design and Material Selection

e Visual Threading: Use brass or metallic accents at three
strategic points (e.g., a lamp, a table leg, and a door handle) to
create a "triangle" that guides the eye through a room.

o Thermal Visual Comfort: Implement terracotta and warm earth
tones to reduce perceived environmental stress. Pair these with
warm-toned LEDs (2700K—3000K) to replicate a "luxury resort"
ambiance.

o Material Contrast: Layer textures rather than colors. Place
rough-hewn terracotta against polished brass or smooth linen to



make both materials appear richer.
For Urban and Small-Space Management

e Ruthless Editing: Apply the "Rule of Three" to vignettes—one
natural element, one metallic, and one textured object. Negative
space should be treated as an intentional design element, not a
vacancy.

e Circulation over Separation: In compact homes, take down
non-structural walls to allow natural light to penetrate deep into
the space, creating an illusion of expansion.

For Sustainability and Heritage

« Adaptive Restoration: When renovating old structures, restore
original frames and doors. Use local building techniques, such
as wattle-and-daub or mud-lime plaster, to ensure the structure
is rooted in its environment.

e Climate Integration: Incorporate "biophilic integration” by
building planters into the architectural language of the room
rather than adding them as afterthoughts.

o Technological Concealment: In high-end homes, hide smart-
home technology behind artisanal screens (brass grilles or
terracotta panels) so the digital and the handcrafted coexist
without aesthetic conflict.



