Modern Design Narratives:
Architects and Interior
Designers in Bengaluru

Executive Summary

Bengaluru has emerged as one of India's most sophisticated interior
design and architectural markets, evolving into a hub for "Tropical
Modernism" and "Modern Warm" aesthetics. The city's design
landscape is currently defined by a shift from generic luxury to
"intentionality"—designing spaces with specific purposes that reflect
personality, climate sensitivity, and long-term value. Key studios
across the city are redefining residential and commercial
environments by fusing innovation with craftsmanship, emphasizing
sustainable materials, and creating seamless indoor-outdoor living
experiences.

The current trend in Bengaluru favors biophilic design, smart home
integration, and climate-responsive architecture. As global
temperatures rise, architects are increasingly turning to passive
design strategies—such as cross-ventilation, deep overhangs, and
thermal mass insulation—to minimize reliance on mechanical cooling.
This briefing document outlines the core themes, leading design
firms, and actionable insights derived from the current architectural
evolution in Bengaluru.

Detailed Analysis of Key Themes

1. The Resurgence of Tropical Modernism



Tropical Modernism, pioneered in the mid-20th century by architects
like Geoffrey Bawa and Charles Correa, is experiencing a significant
resurgence in Bengaluru. It is characterized as an "architecture of
intelligent adaptation,” where buildings are designed to breathe and
respond to the equatorial environment.

o Design Principles: The style utilizes passive cooling, natural
ventilation through open plans and breezeways, and porous
spatial boundaries that dissolve walls into gardens.

e Aesthetic: It emphasizes clean lines and functional beauty over
unnecessary ornamentation, relying on natural materials that
age gracefully, such as timber, stone, and concrete.

o Climate Integration: Buildings are oriented to harness
prevailing winds and shield interiors from harsh sun using brise-
soleil screens and deep overhangs.

2. Biophilic Design and Indoor-Outdoor Integration

In a dense urban landscape, the integration of greenery and nature is
no longer a decorative afterthought but a core structural requirement.
* Porous Boundaries: Modern villas use oversized glass panels and
sliding doors to merge indoor living areas with landscaped courtyards
or "green pockets." * Sensory Comfort: Water bodies and reflective
pools are integrated to cool the surrounding air and enhance the
tranquility of the space. * Materiality: The use of organic textures—
bamboo, rattan, jute, and reclaimed wood—creates a "natural retreat"
feel within a constructed environment.

3. Technological Integration: The "Invisible" Smart
Home

Reflecting Bengaluru’s tech capital status, smart home technology is
now a standard in luxury villa design, though the focus has shifted
toward "elegance without wires." * Seamlessness: Technology is
hidden within the design, featuring voice-activated lighting that
adjusts color temperature throughout the day and automated blinds
that respond to sunlight levels. * Efficiency: Integrated climate
control and invisible security systems prioritize a space that responds
to user preferences without "tech clutter.”



4. Cultural Heritage vs. Modernity

A tension exists between classical European influences and modern
tropical needs. * Spanish Theme Villas: Influenced by
Mediterranean Revival architecture, these homes utilize arched
doorways, terracotta roofs, and thick masonry walls for thermal mass
insulation. * Modern Tropical Villas: These prioritize airflow, glass
panels, and fluid spatial transitions, representing a more relaxed
"resort-style" living. * Vernacular Revival: Projects like "Anvaya" by
Montimers Architects revisit Kerala's vernacular traditions (sloping
tiled roofs, carved woodwork) while incorporating light-filled interiors
and modern planning.

Key Architectural and Interior Design
Entities

The following firms are identified as leading the city's modern design
narrative:

| Studio | Leadership | Core Philosophy / Design Language | | :--- | :---
| :--- | | Bodhi Design Studio | Amirah Ahmed | Context-sensitive
methodology; integrates architecture, interiors, and landscape. | | The
KariGhars | Abhishek & Aashita Chadha | Luxury with intentionality;
specialists in smart home integration and sustainable luxury. | |
Atelier 108 | Anusha Arun | Multidisciplinary lens; balances restraint
with expression and storytelling. | | Plavi Design Studio | Plavita
Borah | "Modern Warm" interiors; roots design in neutral palettes and
organic materials. | | A Sketch | Architect Maya | Hands-on,
collaborative approach; focuses on sustainable solutions and
practical design. | | Construction Associates | Sudeep Chandran |
"Listening before building"; delivers end-to-end design-build solutions.
| | Studio NKPR | N. Kashyap & P. Rao | Holistic practice; balances
global outlook with local approaches. | | Wild Brick Studio | R. Malik
& D. Dutta | Prioritizes craft and material integrity; focuses on serene,
grounded environments. | | Yellow Brick Road | Nidhi Vaish |
Simplistic elegance; focuses on multi-generational connection and



topographic response. | | Aishwarya Interiors | Y. & L. Deshmukh |
Comprehensive high-end residential design; utilizes a "classic
glamour" vocabulary. | | The Design Collaborative | R. Anand & P.
Patil | Narrative-driven detailing grounded in sustainability and spatial
harmony. | | Padma Prabhakar Designs| Padma Prabhakar |
Architectural clarity; focuses on long-term liveability and everyday
functionality. |

Important Quotes with Context

On Design Intentionality

"The biggest design shift happening right now isn't about
spending more money. It's about designing with more
intention." — The KariGhars Editorial Team * Context:
Discussing why certain luxury villas feel "deeply good"
rather than just expensive; the focus is on the emotional
and functional impact of the space.

On Balancing Heritage and Modernism

"The challenge was to integrate carved wood, cane,
stained glass, and artisanal pieces in a restrained and
contemporary manner.” — Amirah Ahmed, Bodhi
Design Studio * Context: Explaining the design of
"Tessera,” a project that seeks to avoid excessive
ornamentation while maintaining a handcrafted, tropical
feel.

On Environmental Performance

"This home doesn't merely look good—it performs
exceptionally too." — Analysis of Greenline Architects'
Bangalore Home * Context: Describing a 4,896 sqg. ft.
"Vertical Masterpiece” that uses jali brick walls and
courtyard thermal cooling to stay comfortable in
Bangalore’s summers.



On the Nature of "Home"

"Aishwarya Interiors lets these two moods converse rather
than compete, threading brass, fluting and marble through
every room so the apartment reads as a single,
considered whole." — AD Staff * Context: Describing an
apartment in Prestige Waterford where formal "classic
glamour" transitions into "tender" private spaces.

Actionable Insights

 Prioritize Passive Cooling Over Mechanical Solutions: In
the evolving climate of Bengaluru, design features like jali
brickwork, cross-ventilation, and central courtyards provide
sustainable cooling and reduce long-term energy costs.

o Adopt Material Authenticity: Use local organic materials such
as Kadappa stone, teak, and terracotta. These materials not
only age better in humid environments but also contribute to a
sense of "Sustainable Luxury" and cultural resonance.

» Focus on Multi-Generational Flexibility: Design projects like
"The Continuum” (Yellow Brick Road) or "Villa Bellissimo"
(Padma Prabhakar Designs) show the value of "adaptive"
spaces that allow different generations to live together while
maintaining privacy through aligned windows and double-height
volumes.

¢ Integrate Technology Early and Invisibly: For modern luxury,
smart technology must be part of the initial architectural plan
(e.g., hidden wiring, automated blinds) to ensure it enhances
the aesthetic rather than cluttering it.

o Embrace "Modern Warmth": Move away from sterile
minimalism. Incorporate "Modern Warmth" by layering neutral
palettes with tactile textures (veneer, cane, linen) and heirloom
pieces to create a lived-in yet refined environment.



