Heritage-Driven Architecture
and Immersive Cultural
Exploration in India

This briefing document synthesizes detailed architectural analyses of
contemporary Indian homes rooted in traditional design with the
methodology of expert-led cultural tourism. It explores how architects
and cultural storytellers are preserving India’s rich heritage through
material reclamation, adaptive reuse, and immersive education.

Executive Summary

Contemporary Indian design is experiencing a significant shift toward
“inspired futures" built upon the "rich heritage of the past." This
movement is characterized by two primary branches: the physical
preservation of architectural legacy through residential and
institutional restoration, and the intellectual preservation of history
through expert-led storytelling.

Architectural projects across the subcontinent are increasingly
incorporating salvaged materials—such as 100-year-old teak
columns, traditional Athangudi tiles, and repurposed granite—to
maintain a "continued legacy" that is both emotional and physical.
Simultaneously, cultural institutions and specialized tour operators are
moving away from "box-ticking" tourism, focusing instead on the "soul
of a place" through deep historical context and authentic local
experiences.

Detailed Analysis of Key Themes



1. Regional Architectural Vernaculars

The provided context identifies several distinct regional styles that are
being modernized while maintaining their core identities:

* Mangalore-Style (Karnataka): Characterized by red oxide
flooring, Mangalore tile roofs, and covered front verandahs.
Projects like Raja’s Cottage and the Shetty family home
utilize these elements to create "Elysian arbors," often pairing
carved wooden accents with contemporary tropical modernism.

o Wada Style (Maharashtra): Historically two-to-three-story
linear edifices with multiple internal courtyards (Kacheri for
public use and balantini kholi for private use). The Nouveau
Wada project contemporizes this by using a material palette of
auburn and gray to bridge the old and new.

¢ Chettinad Style (Tamil Nadu): Notable for pitched roofs,
ornate pillars, and the use of Athangudi tiles and Burma teak.
Savita Wadi and Deco lllam demonstrate how these elements
—specifically thinnai (raised platforms) and mugappu
(verandahs)—are being transplanted to new contexts like
Guijarat.

» Nalukettu Style (Kerala): Based on Thachu Shastra, these
homes feature a central open-to-sky courtyard (chatussala) and
sloping roofs. The Home Where Time Stands Still project
emphasizes the serenity of this style through the use of
padippura (humbling entryways).

2. Material Reclamation and Adaptive Reuse

A central theme is the physical "bones" of ancestral houses being
integrated into new structures. This is not merely aesthetic but a
sustainable and symbolic practice.

| Project | Location | Salvaged/Reused Materials | | :--- | == | :--- | |
Maison Rouge | Konkan | Stones from old walls in the plinth;
seasoned wooden joists for columns; old terracotta roof tiles. | |
Sabha Bangalore | Bangalore | Mangalore tiles salvaged for new
roofs; stone pillars repurposed for flooring; existing door bolts
polished and retained. | | Pune Holiday Home | Pune | Carved



wooden columns sliced for accents; short pillars used for center
tables; old doors used as headboards. | | Alapatt Residence | Kochi |
Reused wood from staircases and ceilings; a crockery cupboard
repurposed as a bookshelf. | | Aanai Design Studio | Bangalore |
Antique wooden pillars reclaimed from the ancestral house and
adapted to new roof heights. |

3. Passive Design and Sustainability

Restoration projects like Sabha Bangalore highlight the effectiveness
of "architecture without adjectives"—simple, climate-responsive
strategies: * Lime Plaster: Used to create a "breathing, cool
envelope" instead of cement plaster. * Natural Ventilation:
Reopening blocked windows to allow for cross-ventilation. * Thermal
Insulation: Repairing Madras-terrace and composite sloping roofs to
manage heat. * Water Management: Introducing power drains and
large sump tanks to manage high water tables and flooding in urban
centers like Ulsoor.

4. The Methodology of Cultural Storytelling

The preservation of heritage extends to how it is communicated.
Hidden Gems Tours provides a framework for "discovery over
sightseeing": * Depth over Checklist: Moving beyond monuments to
the stories behind them (e.g., the 1807 decision that shaped
Bangalore). * The "Expert Native" Guide: Using local professionals
who "conjure” history rather than reciting scripts. * Intimate Scale:
Limiting groups to 8 guests to facilitate "conversation over lecture,”
allowing travelers to linger and ask questions. * Authenticity in
Transit: Using local eateries (like MTR) and visiting non-tourist sites
(like the Silk Cocoon Market) to provide an unfiltered view of the
region.

Important Quotes with Context

On Architectural Preservation



"As the popularity of this [Mangalore-style] design is
seeing a dive over time, we had to source all the elements
in the house from the different parts of the country or get it
customized which made the project... worth it."
Apeksha Naik, Principal Architect, Hiraya Design Studio
(Context: Regarding the difficulty and necessity of
maintaining regional identity in urban Mangalore).

"Restoration is not easy because you already have your
entire shell and you gotta... make it look... like it's made for
this space though... it cannot take away the essence of
the actual place." — Sonal Chordia, Principal Designer,
Hohm Design Studio (Context: On the challenge of
merging French and Tamil styles in Pondicherry).

"l think it is equally important for some of us to preserve
and promote [architectural styles] that are already here,
otherwise we are going to lose all these traditional
craftsmanship." — Meera Pyarelal, Principal Designer,
Temple Town (Context: Discussing the modernization of
Nalukettu homes in Kerala).

On Cultural Heritage and Legacy

"The old house was reclaimed into the new structure in a
symbolic way that marks continued legacy not just
emotionally, but even physically and architecturally." —
Rohit Walimbe, The Architecture Company (Context:
Describing the reconstruction of Maison Rouge in the
Konkan).

"We don’t show you India. We tell you its story. Hidden
Gems Tours was born from a single conviction: that a
place's soul lives not in its monuments, but in the stories
behind them." — Hidden Gems Tours Mission
Statement (Context: Defining the philosophy of modern
heritage tourism).



Actionable Insights

For Architects and Designers

o Contextual Foundations: Design new structures over existing
foundations where possible to minimize environmental damage,
particularly to existing tree roots (as seen in the Bengaluru
weekend home project).

o Symbolic Integration: Use fragments of original structures
(e.g., pillar excess) to mark transitions between modern spaces,
ensuring "nothing is wasted."

e Local Economic Support: Employ local craftsmen and source
regional materials to boost the local economy and ensure the
survival of traditional skills.

For Homeowners and Restorers

» Salvage Prioritization: Before demolition, conduct a thorough
assessment of what can be salvaged. Even "bones" that are too
weak to support a structure can find new life as furniture, table
tops, or decorative accents.

o Passive Priorities: When renovating older structures, prioritize
stripping away "insensitive additions" (like concrete layers on
roofs) to reveal original, effective passive cooling and ventilation
systems.

For Cultural Institutions and Tour Operators

» Vulnerability over Polish: Authentic experiences are often
found in "off-the-beaten-path” areas like local markets or ruins
not featured on typical brochures.

e Guided Pacing: Heritage is best absorbed at a "relaxed, well-
paced" rate. Avoid "rushed sightseeing" to allow for a deeper
understanding of cultural and social landscapes.

o Story-Led Itineraries: Build itineraries around a "reason to
exist" rather than a destination checklist. For example, explore a
city’s history through its botanical evolution or its colonial
military layout.



